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Things to Avoid when Writing your Manuscript

Incomplete Reporting
Authors must include enough information to allow other researchers to reproduce their
research.

Improper Use of Statistics

An inappropriate statistical analysis may lead the reader to conclude there is a
meaningful difference, or no difference, when in fact the opposite may be true.
Knowingly, recklessly or intentionally misusing or skewing statistics is research
misconduct.

Selective Reporting

Ignoring evidence that is contrary to your findings is unethical. Authors should never
omit or inaccurately represent relevant literature, methodology, data, and/or results
from their manuscripts.

Splitting Data

Unnecessarily splitting data into multiple publications wastes resources, falsely creates
the impression of greater productivity, and minimizes the scientific contribution of the

work. It can also cause fellow researchers to neglect your publications, as all the papers
seem trivial.

Inappropriate Publication Practices

Delay of Publication

Deliberately waiting to publish data with the purpose of preventing other researchers
from obtaining a key method, reagent, or concept is unethical as it hinders
advancement in the field.

Duplicative Submissions
Researchers may not submit a manuscript to more than one journal at a time.

Serial Publication
Representing old data as new work when it has been published before is misleading to
the reader and wastes the limited resources of publication.

Unapproved Publication
Although a technician, student, or postdoc may qualify for authorship, only the PI has
the right to determine whether and how data is published. Others may not publish data
without the PI's consent.
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